
West Grove Borough

117 Rosehill Avenue

West Grove, PA 19390

Phone: (610) 869-2792

Fax: (610) 869-4138

www.westgroveborough.org

APPLICATION FOR SIGN PERMIT

To alter or erect a sign in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance and all other pertinent

Ordinances of West Grove Borough, Chester County, Pennsylvania.

I , the undersigned, hereby make application

for a permit to erect a sign on my property at:

SIGN INFORMATION:

Tax parcel # Lot # Zoning District

Wall Mounted. Free Standing Projecting

Sign to be used for? (Check One or more appropriate)

Business Identification Home Occupation

Homeowner Name & Address Farm Occupation

Oversized Real Estate Sign Subdivision Name

Directional Industrial Park

Other

STRUCTURE SPECIFICATIONS:

Lot Size Lot Width

Sign Height Width Length

Height from ground to bottom of sign:

Footings: Thickness Width Depth below grade

Materials of Construction: Area of Sign Square Ft.

Estimated Cost: Proposed Install Date:

Applicant Name: Date:

Address: Telephone:

Contractor: Telephone:

Address:

Applicants Signature:



West Grove Borough

117 Rosehill Avenue

West Grove, PA 19390

Phone: (610) 869-2792

Fax: (610) 869-4138

www.westgroveborough.org

OFFICE USE ONLY:

Applications # Sign Permit # Date

Denied Reason Date

If sign is to be erected by a commercial sign company, a workers compensation form

must be completed in accordance with building permit application precedures.

If the sign is to be personally erected by property owner, this provision is waived.



MANDATORY WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE COVERAGE INFORMATION

(Attach to Building Permit Application)

A. Name of Applicant

Federal or State Employer or Tax Identification No.

B. The applicant is a contractor with the meaning of the Pennsylvania Workmen's Compensation

Law. YES NO

If the answer is Yes, complete Section C below

If the answer if No, complete Section D below

C. Insurance Information

Applicant is a qualified self-insurer for workmen’s compensation

Certificate Attached

Name of Workmen’s Compensation Insurer

Workmen’s Compensation Insurance Policy No.

Certificate Attached

The undersigned deposes and says that the information set forth above is true and correct to the best

of the knowledge, information and belief of the undersigned and that such in given subject to the

penalties of 1Spa.C.S., Section 4904, relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.

Signature of Applicant

D. Exemption

Complete this section if the applicant is a contractor claiming exemption from providing worker's
compensation insurance.

The undersigned swears or affirms that he/she is not required to provide workers’ compensation

insurance under the provision of Pennsylvania Workers’ Compensation Law for one of the following

reasons as indicated.

Contractor with no employees. Contractor prohibited by law from employing any

individual to perform work pursuant to this building permit unless contractor provides proof of insurance

as required by Section C above.

Religious exemption under the Workmen’s Compensation Law.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

County of Chester

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

day of. : . Signature of Applicant

Address of Applicant



ARTICLE 18

SIGNS

SECTION 1801 PURPOSE

To meet the legitimate demands for signage in the Borough of West Grove without the intrusion

and potential public safety problems caused by an unlimited type and quantity of signs, any sign

erected or maintained after the effective date of this Ordinance shall conform to the regulations

herein and the following goals:

A. To provide general standards for all signs within the Borough and specific standards for

signs in various zoning districts and for various uses.

To establish procedures for the review and approval of sign permit applications.

To regulate the location, size, construction, alteration, use and maintenance of signs.

To protect the safety and general welfare of the community through the proper use, design,

and construction of signs for graphic and written communication purposes.

To promote the use of well crafted signs in harmony with the scale and character of the

Borough.

To manage the size, location, and number of signs to promote orderly signage and prevent

visual blight that may negatively affect public safety in vehicular and pedestrian circulation.

To develop a consistent and appropriate level of signage for a small Borough to assist in

economic development by providing clear signage for local businesses.

To develop signage appropriate for the Borough that will provide appropriate controls while

incorporating flexibility for different types of signs appropriate for a Borough.

SECTION 1802 GENERAL REGULATIONS

The following regulations shal] be observed in all districts:

A, A sign permit in accordance with Section 1804 shall be obtained before erection, alteration,

or enlargement of any sign, sign structure or any portion thereof under these regulations

except as hereinafter provided.

No sign shall be erected within a street right-of-way, except traffic signs and similar

regulatory notices of a duly constituted governmental body unless otherwise specifically

permitted herein. Where such signs are erected within the street right-ofway the required

sight distances shall be maintained.

No sign shall be placed in such a position that it will cause danger on a street by obscuring

view and, in no case, except traffic signs, shall signs be placed within the required clear

sight triangle in accordance with Section 1504.
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West Grove Zoning Ordinance Article 18: Signs

D. No sign shail be placed where it obscures a motorist’s view of traffic signals or traffic signs

or interferes with vehicular traffic or pedestrian safety.

No moving, flashing, or rotating signs which may distract motorists on Borough streets or

adjacent highways shail be permitted.

No sign which emits smoke, visible vapors, particles, sound, or odor shail be permitted.

No sign shall be erected containing information which states or implies that a property may

be used for any purpose other than the use or uses permitted for the property on which the

sign is located.

No sign shall be erected advertising a business, articles, or merchandise for sale other than

on the same premises, except for billboards where permitted in accordance with Section

1806.G.6.

Every sign shall be constructed of a durable material and kept in good condition, repair, and

safe from collapse.

No sign shall be attached to a utility pole or other public infrastructure or hung across a

public street except as placed or permitted by the Borough.

No sign shall be painted on or affixed to a fence, utility pole or structure, or tree, shrub, rock,

or natural object.

Signs shall not be mounted on roofs or extend above the roof line.

No sign together with any supporting framework shall extend to a height above the

maximum building height permitted in a district.

No signs, other than traffic signs shall be erected or maintained nearer to a street line than a

distance equaling the height of the sign, unless attached parallel to and flat against the

building face.

The outdoor storage or parking of a vehicle on a property shail not be used as a sign fora

business, home occupation, or any other use. No vehicle which contains advertising on its

exterior shall park in a location visible from a public right-of-way continuously for more than

two (2) weeks.

All distances provided for in this Article shall be measured along straight lines between signs

from their near edge to the near edge of another sign or sign structure. This paragraph shail

apply in all cases, including locating new signs in relationship to current non-conforming

signs.

Sign Area. For the purposes of calculating any sign area the following shall apply:

1. Sign Area. See Figure 18-1

a. The face of a sign including all letters, words, numbers, characters, designs, or

symbols, together with background, whether open or enclosed, on which they are
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West Grove Zoning Ordinance Article 18: Signs

displayed, but not including the supporting framework and bracing or decorative trim

which is incidental to the copy content of the display itself.

b. Where a sign consists of individual letters, numbers, characters or symbols, the

area of the sign shall be considered the smallest rectangle, square, circle or

other geometric shape which encompasses ail of the letters, numbers, characters

or symbols.

Figure 18-1: Sign Area

Ic IA
JS 5% aie cleating

a4 Uo

TH | Gay
=e! ——— re 1

2. Double-Faced Signs. Double faced signs shall be permitted when in accordance with the

following:

a. In computing the area of a double-face, only one side shall be considered, provided

that both faces are identical and not greater than eighteen (18) inches apart.

b. In “V” type signs or structures not meeting the above requirement, both sides shall

be considered in computing the sign area.

SECTION 1803 ILLUMINATION STANDARDS AND DIGITAL SIGNS

A. Illumination. The following regulations shall apply to signs when illumination is proposed:

1. Signs shall be illuminated with steady, stationary, shielded light sources directed solely

onto the signs without causing glare. There shall be no illumination of a flashing or

intermittent type, except as permitted for electronic changing message signs as

permitted by Section 1803.B, below.

2. Lighting of signs shall not shine directly upon adjacent properties nor within the normal

line of vision of pedestrians or motorists using streets or sidewalks within public rights-of-

way. i

3. Lighting shall be shielded so that the source of light shall not be visible from any point off

the lot on which the sign is located, except for digital signs as permitted by this Section.

4. Internally illuminated signs shall be permitted through the use of either translucent

materials or backlighting so long as the source of the lighting complies with all other

requirements of this Ordinance. I!lumination shall be permitted for individual or groups of

letters on a sign face or individual internally illuminated letters or backlit letters, but

backlighting of an entire sign face shall not be permitted. See examples in Section 1809

on page 18-18.
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West Grove Zoning Ordinance Article 18: Signs

9.

10.

No sign may be erected with exposed electrical wires.

Strings of bulbs are not permitted, except as part of a holiday celebration or temporary

seasonal decorations.

No artificial light or reflecting device shall be used as a part of a sign where such light or

device interferes with, competes for attention with, or may be mistaken for a traffic

signal.

Neon window signs may be permitted in cases where they are custom designed to be

compatible with the building's historic and/or architectural character and exterior color.

All signs shall comply with the applicable requirements of the UCC.

In addition to the regulations of this Section, illumination of signs shall comply with

Section 1505 of General Regulations.

B. Digital and electronic changing message signs. Such signs may be permitted for non-

residential uses and shall comply with all other requirements of this Chapter and the

foliowing regulations:

1.

2.

6.

Displayed messages shall be visible for a minimum of six (6) seconds.

A change in displayed message shall occur within one (1) second.

No visual scrolling, movement, fading, or dissolving is permitted and messages shall not

overlap.

The sign shall be equipped with automatic day/night dimming to reduce the illumination

intensity of the sign from one (1) hour after sunset to one (1) hour prior to sunrise.

The sign shall be equipped with an automatic shut off in case of failure or error that

would result in the sign projecting a full intensity all white image for an extended period

of time.

The use of animation, sound, and full-motion video is prohibited.

SECTION 1804 SIGN PERMITS

A. Except for signs included under Sections 1804.B and 1804.C below, all signs shall require a

permit in accordance with the following:

1. Applications for sign permits may be obtained from the Borough and shall be filed in

duplicate and on forms furnished by the Borough to the Zoning Officer or other approved

Borough official and shall be accompanied by detailed plans and specifications and such

other information deemed necessary by the Zoning Officer to determine the location and

details of sign construction.

Permit fees shall be collected prior to the issuance of a permit. Permit fees shall be as

designated by the West Grove Borough Council by resolution.
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West Grove Zoning Ordinance Article 18: Signs

3. The Borough Zoning Officer shall approve or deny applications for sign approval permits

within fifteen (15) working days from the date of the filing of the complete application with

the required fee. If an application is denied, the applicant shall receive notification in

writing stating the reason for denial along with the specific provision or provisions of this

Ordinance that were not met by the application.

B. Maintenance of or changes to signs. The following shall not require a permit:

1. Regular maintenance of the sign, including electrical, repainting, or cleaning.

2. The repair of the sign that in no way changes the sign from the original approved

application.

Minor changes to a sign, such as changes to the information on or text of a sign,

deemed by the Borough Zoning Officer to be insignificant to the sign. Changes to the

size, shape, location, structure, or mounting do not constitute minor changes and shall

require the submission of a sign permit.

C. Signs not requiring a permit. No permit shall be required for the following signs. These signs

shall conform to all other regulations set forth herein:

O
A
N
M
A
R
W
N
S

Traffic direction signs.

Traffic signs.

Address signs.

Trespassing signs.

Real estate signs.

Temporary professional signs.

Portable signs.

Political signs.

Home occupation signs.

10. Legal notices.

11. Temporary signs, all other undefined.

a. Temporary signs may not require a permit but shall require notification to the

Borough prior to the placement of the sign in the form of a written letter submitted at

the Borough office including the following:

1) Name, address, and contact information for the property where the sign will be

placed.

2) A brief description of the type of sign, placement of the sign, and reason for the

sign.

3) The intended time period for placement of the sign.

b. Except for Real Estate Signs indicating the name of the real estate company,

Portable Signs, and Temporary Professional Signs, Temporary Signs shail not be

used to advertise for a business.

c. Asign shall be removed after the time specified on the notice or within two (2) days

after the event for which the sign is intended has occurred, or if the sign violates any

provision of this Ordinance.
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